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Introduction and Sn™~-,~. 



THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Secretary Kissinger's Discussion with 
Ambas sador Huaag Chen Qn ^ _~£h 

Relations and the Taiwan Question 



PKC position on "UbiS^SlSr.^i-^ C T DgC ^ ^ 
recent years by Chairm^ 7^ *T . been sta *ed to us in 

tions Jth Senalr Sco£in P^ he cT" d ^A'" ' ^ «» «^~- 
military liberation, but he saTd fLl. ttl T ^^ thc threat <* 
modification of the PRC 's stance on T *" TOS °° SCO P e for »/ 

revealed the extent to w JeSe PRC ^T - ^ Ambass ^— remarks 
statements by what they consider To b^\ , | P rovoked in ^ its recent 

stress the need for poi-T^SS^ ^ST" ^ ^^ *° 
security. ^ • Z1 ° n as surances regarding Taiwan's 

Background 

. i s Ztl2i SS; J. waf^Sr 5 Ch ?-; chiao told s — s «* 

Taiwan could be achieved pelcclu llv andh k' 1 ^' "^ libcrati °» <* 
issue as a noose around the" 4 ^the U I Ch t? a ? cri " sd thc *»*•« 
Pool's Liberation Ar mywo tw cut of f L^ U \ h ' * "— ry, the 
Premier's sharpest remarks to sloVT' Mth ? u * h some °* the Vice 
Senator's aggressive defense of Ime^ ^ '° b ° a reaction to «« 
security, the Vice Premier" hard lin lntercstso « Taiwan's 

virtually abandoned the element If ambv^ "*?«"& **»&■ He 
maintained in recent ycarHn th. „ V-*" ^ WhlCh thc Chincso k«c 
tion would be milUaryTr "eace^ '" ^ ° f Wh ° tber Ta -an's Hbera- 
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Shortly after the Scott visit, a PRC liaison office official took essen- 
tially the same line in discussions with correspondents in Washington, 
and since then knowledge of the hard line has spread through public 
media. Members of a Congressional staff delegation which has just 
returned from China were treated to the same tough stance, which 
some of them are planning to highlight in reports to their committees. 

In this context, and with sufficient advance notice so that he could 
receive necessary instructions from Peking, Secretary Kissinger 
asked to see Ambassador Huang on August 18. 

Summary of Conversation 

After referring to "many official and non- official comments" made 
recently in the United States about U. S. -PRC relations, Huang repeated 
the standard PRC litany that: 

-- the United States invaded Taiwan and thus owes China a debt; 

-.- in order to normalise relations with the PRC, the United States 
must fulfill the three conditions of breaking diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, withdrawing our military forces from Taiwan, and abrogating 
the defense treaty — "There can be no exception about any of these 
conditions, and there is no room for maneuver in carrying them out"; 

. -- the delay in normalizing relations is entirely the responsibility 
of the United States; and 

--as made clear even before the United States sought to reopen 
relations with China, the method and the time for liberating Taiwan 
is an internal Chinese affair "and is not discussable. " 

Huang then went on to deliver the thrust of his message. "Now Ameri- 
cans are saying that China's liberation of Taiwan will cripple the 
development of Sino-U. S. relations. They are saying that Sino-U.S. 
relations will prosper only if the Chinese side takes into account U.S. 
concerns. This is a premeditated pretext. It is a flagrant threat 
against China, and we cannot accept it." (Huang declined to identify 
what he meant by'thrcat", but presumably he had in mind recent U.S. 
emphasis on Taiwan's security such as Senator Scott's comment to 
Vice Premier Chang that "Our policy is not to interfere in your internal 
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affair -- but we stand ready to back up our commitment to Ta "*">; 
^ hclieve it would be in default of the Shanghai Comm^ue. there 
were a resort to arms. Any such action would arouse ^ nuU^n 
Imcrtcans I would continue to urge progressing along the path of 

Americans, j- ~^ ^-u fc t ask vou to recognize our 

peace. While we recognize your rights, 1 asK you to s 

difficulties. ") 

• a <a q^r^irv Kissinecr o£ Chairman l^ao's statement 
Huanc reminded Seer eta r> rwis sin t,^-"- «^ ,. a j ,„,i t^at the 

b „ - 1Q7-I +u-,i- Taiwan must be liberated ana tnat cue 

the Shanghai Communique docs not specuy wau 
Taiwan problem would be peaceful or otherwise. 

Noting that Scott's remarks seem to have provoked ^^o" firing 
1 b ., c 0( .«t aTV Kissinecr acknowledged that Chang s 

some cannons". ^"^*^% a assured Ambassador Huang 

. is better than public discussion. 



Conclusion 
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^!fnT K w 0f / Clatl0nS - WhUe " is Clear thc C1 ^«e ^vc been 
using shock treatment to counteract what they consider an unhelpful 
trend in U.S opinion, it is still not clear whether they fully calculated 
in advance the risk that such tactics might intensify aLietiesI^ 
U. i. and strengthen the very trends which they object to. 

The Ambassador's remarks threw no light on the extent to which 
current Chinese domestic events are affecting Chinese policy toward 
the Wed States. On balance, however, they reinforce our in s- 
sion that recent events in China have not altered the FRC's app ',^1 
of the strategic advantage of its U.S. connection or led to any signlficani 
stepping up m its timetable for resolving the Taiwan problem But at 
toe same time the whole affair reflects a new power structure in Peking 
and new personaUt.es resulting in considerably less subtlety and sophis- 

wS ner P >- aSS ° Clated With fOXmer PrCmiCr Cb °« En ' lai - Moreover, 
^rltlf *"*? eoav ^ fa 8 either the blunt line of Vice Premier Chang 

HuanTt S C ° Bt ^y of its P° siti » **°°S the H-s of Ambassador 

Huang, the message in both cases underscores Peking's determination 

Ta wan e and ] t n h Ullm ^r OP< ; t0 *** ^ ^ C °° Cern abt>Ut thc S °™*Y °* 
Taiwan and the problem of peaceful settlement. 
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